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Question 1: 
 
(Narrator): Listen to part of a radio program. 
 
(Man):    On our program today we'll talk about food.  With me in the studio is Dr. 

 Theresa Madison, and she believes that people eat too much meat—and not 
 enough vegetables.  

 
(Woman):    Yes—vegetables are very nutritious. They’re full of vitamins and minerals 

 essential for good health. I strongly recommend eating more vegetables and 
 less meat. 

 
(Man):   But Dr. Madison—isn’t it okay to eat a lot of meat if you exercise a lot?  
 
(Woman):   Quite frankly, physical exercise alone isn’t very useful if you don’t eat healthy 

 foods. 
 
(Narrator):  What advice does the doctor give? 
 

 What advice does the doctor give? 

 
A Cook meat longer 

B Exercise more often 

C Eat more vegetables * 

D Brush your teeth daily 

An * indicates the correct answer. 
 
This question assesses the following grade 8 English Curriculum Standard: 
 
8.3.2 
Follow a straightforward persuasive argument in advertisements and notices to publicise 
and promote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Questions 2-6:  Read the paragraph below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

(1) Almost all of the energy that we use on Earth comes from the Sun. (2) Earth is 
one of the nine planets circling around the Sun. (3) We use fuels _______ oil and natural 
gas, which were formed millions of years ago with the energy from the Sun. (4) Plants 
today get their energy from the Sun. (5) Sunlight reaches the plants their leaves use the 
energy in it to make sugar and other foods. (6) These are stored in the plants. (7) They 
give us energy when we eat them. 

 
 
 
 

 Which are the best words to put in the blank space in sentence 3 ? 

 
A and while  

B but if 

C such as* 

D as long as 

An * indicates the correct answer. 
 
This question assesses the following grade 8 English Curriculum Standard: 
 
8.9.4  
Write a short explanation in own words, based on personal knowledge or 
reading, using the relevant language and style  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

There is one sentence that should be removed because it does not belong in the 
paragraph. Which sentence is it? 

A Sentence 1 

B Sentence 2* 

C Sentence 3 

D Sentence 4 

An * indicates the correct answer. 
 
This question assesses the following grade 8 English Curriculum Standard: 
 
8.9.4  
Write a short explanation in own words, based on personal knowledge or 
reading, using the relevant language and style  
  
 
 
 
 

 Sentence 5 is not written clearly. Which is the best way to rewrite sentence 5 ? 

 A When sunlight reaches the plants, their leaves use the energy in it to 
make sugar and other foods.* 

B If sunlight reaches the plants, and their leaves use the energy in it to 
make sugar and other foods. 

C Sunlight reaches the plants after their leaves use the energy in it to 
make sugar and other foods. 

D Sunlight reaches the plants due to their leaves use the energy in it to 
make sugar and other foods. 

An * indicates the correct answer. 
 
This question assesses the following grade 8 English Curriculum Standard: 
 
8.9.4  
Write a short explanation in own words, based on personal knowledge or 
reading, using the relevant language and style  
 
 



 
 

 Which is the best way to join sentence 6 and sentence 7 together? 

 
A These are stored in the plants and giving us energy when we eat them. 

B These are stored in the plants and give us energy when we eat them.* 

C These give us energy when we eat them, stored in the plants. 

D These give us energy when we eat them and they are stored in the plants. 

An * indicates the correct answer. 
 
This question assesses the following grade 8 English Curriculum Standard: 
 
8.9.4  
Write a short explanation in own words, based on personal knowledge or 
reading, using the relevant language and style  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

You want to add a conclusion at the end of the paragraph. Which is the best 
sentence to add after sentence 7 ? 

A Electricity is another important form of energy. 

B The Sun also helps form clouds that bring us rain. 

C Plants are growing in almost every part of the world. 

D Without energy from the Sun, people cannot live on Earth.* 

An * indicates the correct answer. 
 
This question assesses the following grade 8 English Curriculum Standard: 
 
8.9.4  
Write a short explanation in own words, based on personal knowledge or 
reading, using the relevant language and style  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Question 7: 
 
 

 

  

Think about a game you like to play.  
Write a paragraph explaining in detail 
how to play the game. 
 
Write at least 4-6 complete sentences. 
Use correct grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation. 
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This question assesses the following grade 8 English Curriculum Standard: 
 
 
8.9.4  
Write a short explanation in own words, based on personal knowledge or 
reading, using the relevant language and style  
 
8.9.3 
Set out clear instructions, directions or procedures, appropriately organised, 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




