*Reformn’s success depends on nothing less than teachers and students transforming therrsalves,

In 2005, Gatarls proved mary times over thelr willingness toconsider new possibllitles, to act In new
ways, ard 1o ghve new ldeas a chance to bloom. Thanks to thern, Qatars comprehershe education refom
Initlatlse Is working and growd ng.

To ry knowsledge, nocther natlon Intent on education reform has trisd to accomplish sormuch insuch
ashort tirme, Gatars success In dodng so bodaswell not only for our goal of transtorming our educatlen
system, but ako for the prograsswe can maks In broader soclal, economls, and political retorms.

While retarm asked a great deal of all of us, It has demardad the most from the teachers and students
In cur Irdependert Schools—the pesple who are mingta by minote translating the ideals and goak of the
Initlaties Inta tanglble, meaningtul experiences. Reform’s succsss depands on nothing less than teachers
and students transtomning themsekes, They must work harder (and longer than ever before—and
reasure the results agalnst high standards, They must think creatively and Independenitly every single
day, whether they are planning a lesson of TUling & <lass asskynment. They must reqard one anather
with a rew leval of respect and a shared sense of purposs,

It Isn‘t easy: giving up *the old way* of delng anything never Is. But students and teachers are
respondlng with ensrgy, Ingenutty, patlence, and the special kind of pride that comes from b2ing part of
& truly historlc effart. Reformn’s growing momentum, and the speed with which It has become a fact of
Catarl lIf=, Is due In large part to them.

fes, reform |5 still young. Butwhat | s2e unfalding In the dassrooms of Independent Schools deserees
all the support we are capable of atfering, Atter all, cur students and teachers are giving us something
Irraluable In return: the brightest possible future,
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