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Abstract: 

 

      An action research that describes the use of white board strategy to improve the 

spelling scores for grade three students. The mean percentage of the students' scores 

were calculated at the beginning of the term before applying the strategy and at the 

end of the second term after applying the strategy, simultaneously the writing journals 

of the students were compared by counting the number of the words they write and 

the percentage of the correctly spelled words they have used in their writing. The 

analysis of the collected data revealed that applying this strategy improved the 

spelling accuracy for the students, where the students mean score improved from 67% 

in term (1) to 78% in term (2).This was an increase of 11%. Moreover the mean for 

each student in term 1 and term 2 were also improvement .The writing journals of the 

students was compared: at the beginning the students were writing an average of 10 

words / 5min with efficiency of 68%, this was increased to 31 words/ 5 min with 

efficiency of 90%at the end of term 2.Findings suggest that white board is an 

appropriate strategy that can develop spelling for grade three students.  

 

 

Introduction: 

 

      As a grade three teacher, I believe it's important to spend time on traditional 

spelling drills and tests. Every week, I give the students a spelling list of ten words to 

study. I follow the traditional spelling strategies, we talk about the meaning of the 

words, and we display all words in (a vocabulary word wall) to remind the students all 

the time of the words. I ask the students to spell aloud the words practice on board till 

the day of the spelling test. The students used the copy check write method to study 

the spelling list .But I was frustrated when I did the test, most of my students got very 

low marks in the test .I sent notes to involve the parents and repeated the test again 

but nothing changed. I asked the other teachers about their students but it seems that 

the problem was only in my class. 

 

      I started to think how to improve their spelling and by this they will improve in 

their writing skills. 

 

      A review of solution strategies was done, and the white board technique was 

selected for my students looked active and liked competitions atmosphere. To what 

extend this strategy may have on the spelling results of my students. 

 

 

Methodology :  

 

      A systematic strategy was followed ; learn the meaning of the words, break the 

words into parts or syllables, relate it to other similar words , use spelling hints such 

as you hear with you  ear, set a wall words and the students use the copy check write 

method to study the spelling list . After this the white board was divided into five 

parts each part was named with the group name. The students worked in groups of 

five and we had five groups in our class .One member from each group should 

compete with the others by writing the dictation on the board .This spelling 

competition was done five times in the class period so all the students can participate. 



The winner group is that one who has got the highest spelling scores; next the 

students were dictated the words in their spelling copy books.  

      The results of the students score were recorded and the mean percentage of the 

spelling tests scores were calculated and compared at the beginning and at the end of 

the year. The results were shown by bar graphs. Simultaneously, the writing journal of 

the students was compared at the beginning and at the end of the year. This was done 

by counting the number of words they write in five minutes and the number of 

correctly spelled words. 

 

 

Results: 

 

 

      Graph 1 shows the mean percentage for the students' scores in spelling tests at 

term 1 and at term 2.  
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Graph 1: The mean percentage for the students in term 1 and term2.  

 

 
The students mean score improved from 67% in term(1) to 78% in term(2).This was 

an increase of 11%. 

 

 

      Graph 2 shows a comparison of the mean percentage for each student. 
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Graph 2: A comparison of the mean percentage for each student. 

 

      Comparing the means for each student in term 1 and term 2, showed an 

improvement for all the students except for one weak student.   

 

 

      The writing journals of the students were also compared: 

At the beginning of term 1, the students were able to write an average of 10 words/ 5 

min with efficiency of 68%, while this ability was increased to 31 words/ 5 min with 

efficiency of 90%at the end of term 2. The results are shown in Graph 3.  
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Graph 3: A comparison of the spelling efficiency in term 1 and term2. 



 

An example of the students' writing journal is shown in figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

    

 

 

 

   As a result of this action research project, the use of the whiteboard competition 

method improved the spelling scores of the students and accordingly had a good 

impact on students' writings as was shown clear in their writing journals. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

      Although the results showed that the using of the white board beside regular 

spelling instructions had a positive effect on students' scores, there are some factors 

that should be considered; the size of the sample is small( 11 students) and the 

positive results could have been attributed to other factors.  More researches should be 

done to notice the impact of the white board. I plan to use white boards as a way to 

teach spelling and keep a track to a greater number of students' scores before and after 

applying this method.   
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Figure 1:A comparison of the writing journal for the students 

at the beginning and at the end 
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