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Abstract

• This research aims to identify the effect of 
differentiation on improving students’ reading 
skills in English as a second language with a 
sample of 96 students, their ages ranged from 
14 to16 years old. 

• The research was applied to students in 
Hamah Bin Abdullah Bin Jassim Independent 
School for Boys (Grade nine and grade ten). 



Introduction
Out of the fact that all the students are 

not of the same academic level;  
there is a great discrepancy in the 
same class. In  one class we may 
have the following types of learners:

A. high achievers vs. low achievers

B. reflective  vs. impulsive

C. global vs. analytic

D. visual, auditory, and kinesthetic.



So, the teacher had to design lessons  
including activities that act satisfactorily to 
all those types of learners. The presenter 
finds it necessary to focus extensively on 
reading sessions . These reading sessions 
were provided in a way that suited the 
different levels of the students . The 
teacher believes strongly that Every 
student in the class room, whatever his  
academic level is, should have a share in 
reading . he must get the utmost benefit 
out of these sessions .



purpose

• The purpose of this study is to determine to 
what extent practicing differentiation in 
reading leads  to the  improvement of 
students' reading skills  and academic 
achievement. 



•

• Based on lectures by Dr: Sarah Rich, Senior lecturer in Education ( TEsol)

Feeling the problem

REASON 1 CHILDREN’S LEARNING 

PROCESS IS VARIABLE.
Each student has a unique combination of intelligences ( 

verbal , logical , spatial , musical , ………..)



REASON 2 why differentiation is  important: 

• What seems fit to some SS may be totally unfit to some other learners.

• It would be unfaitrto provide all the SS with the Same material.



REASON 3

• The most important reason that pushed me to 
practise differentiation is I observed, during 
reading sessions, that only the advanced 
students used to take  the lion’s share  and get 
the utmost benefit of  the reading sessions, 
whereas  the low level students are left 
behind either struggling or chatting causing 
distraction to the rest of  the class.



Study significance

• The significance of this study lies in 
the possibility of improving students’ 
reading skills in English as a target 
language; the thing that may have a 
positive effect on improving their 
skills  in Science and Math. 

• Get the low level ss involved during 
reading sessions 



Research questions.

• Does the  suggested differentiated reading 
program have a significant  effect on 
improving students’ reading skills?

• Are  there  significant differences in the post 
test between grade (9) and grade (10) 
students ? 



Review of Literature
• “Every body wants to improve reading achievement , but what steps are 

necessary to accomplish that and which instructional actions should 

receive the highest priorities?” Timothy Shanahan

• “Classroom teachers are encouraged to differentiate instruction in 
multiple ways (time, group size, focus of instruction, lesson structure) in 
order to more effectively meet the needs of all students in their 
classroom….. “Joseph K. Torgesen ,Florida Center for Reading Research at 
Florida State University June, 2007 



Methods and Methodology 

• Action research.

• Quantitative research 

• Observation 



Instruments 
• Burt Reading Test.

• A-Z leveled readers.

• Students’ opinion poll.



Procedures 

• The teacher followed some strategies:-

• The teacher put 96 students from grades 9& 
10 to Burt reading diagnostic test.

• According to the  test results ,I classified the 
students in to three reading levels  ranging 
from  level (5 – 7) in what is termed as the 
reading Age ( R-A).

• The teacher had each student to know his 
level and his group.



• The teacher specified a weekly differentiated  
reading session to the SS.

• All the SS had to do a unified activity as a 
starter ( title - Author – the new words )

• The SS had to follow the strategies listed 
below

 Book walk

Read individually.

Underline the new vocabulary.

Read in pairs.



 write down the main idea with some relevant 
details.

 Discuss their writing.

 Finally the SS answer the accompanying worksheets 
related to the lesson objectives that can be one or 
some of the following:

• Read different texts to :

• Recognize periods ( level 5 )

• Identify initial consonant S ( level 5)

• Sequence story events ( level 7,6 )

• Recognize the use of capital letters at the beginning 
of a sentence and proper nouns.( level 6 ) 



RARAWو8/انعاشرانجهىش

1اياٌ الله خطتا باد شاِ يٍرباد شا6.727478ِ

2جابرخانذ صانخ راشذ انقاشىط6.722479ً

3دًذ دًذ عهً الاشراف7.145480

4دًذ عبذ الله ضانى فراج انذوضري5.811481

5دًذ يذًذ عتٍق انشهىاًَ انهاجري5.811482

6خهٍفّ يذًذ عبذ الله يذًذ انًُصىري6.221483

7ضعٍذ عىض يذًذ انخٍر يذًذ6.930484

8ضهًٍاٌ عثًاٌ ضهًٍاٌ ٌاض7.337485ٍٍ

9عابذ يذًذ عبذ الله انذ6.221486ًٌُ

10عادل ضانى عطكر ضانى انكرب6.423487ً

11عبذ انردًٍ ادًذ انطٍذ عبذ الله6.132488

12عبذ انردًٍ يجذي ضعٍذ ٌىَص شهذ ا6.829489ٌ

13عبذ الله فلاح يذًٍذ عبذ انهادي7.539490

14عبذ الله يذًذ عبذالله انًري6.133491

15عهً دًذ يذًذ راشذ صبٍخ5.32492

16يذًذ يبارك انقذطاَى6.322493

17فىاز فرداٌ جاياٌ طًٍراٌ انعتٍب847494ً

18يبارك جابر ضعٍذ انهاجري7.135495

19يذطٍ عهً عبذ انكرٌى َاصر7.843496



RARAW5/انتاضعانجهىش

انًصطفى يذًذ َصر عثًاٌ َصر6.132196

جار الله عهً َاصر عهً جار الله5.55197

جًال عبذ انُاصر عًر ابى بكر6.930198

دًذ ضعىد راشذ دهىاٌ انعُسي9.167199

خانذ يذًذ خًٍص ضانى انًغسوي6.132200

صانخ يذًذ دطٍٍ قاضى يذًذ انجاَذ7.145201ً

عبذ انردًٍ دايذ عهً انًُلا6.524202ٌ

عبذ انردًٍ يذًذ عهً انًٍُفً انهاجري5.1115203

عبذ انكرٌى ادًذ يذًذ داج5.44204ً

عبذ الله فانخ يبارك ضىٌذ7.742205

عهً عبذ انردًٍ عهً انًٍُفً انهاجري5.56206

عٍذ عبذالله دًىد دًذ انقذطا6.626207ًَ

فهذ فانخ َاصر آل فاضم انقذطا6.626208ًَ

فٍصم أدًذ دطٍ يذًذ انُع6.930209ًًٍ

يذًذ دًذ ضعٍذ دًذ ال جهىٌم00210

يذًذ ضعىد راشذ دهىاٌ انعُسي7.145211

يذًذ ظافر عهً عجٍى انذباب5.1115212ً

يذًذ عادل يذًذ صانخ عبذانكرٌى6.322213

يذًذ عهً عبذالله دطٍٍ انٍافع7.135214ً

يذًذ َبٍم يذًذ عبذالله انًشعري7.438215

يصطفى يذًذ عٍىٌ يذًىد6.930216

يفهخ طانب يطر انشذٌذ انخانذي7.539217

َاصر عبذالله َاصر جابر صلاح6.221218

َىح عبذ الله عهً ادًذ انبهىش5.1115219ً









Students’ Works   

• Samples of the students’ work



iam a sobill stork 
My beak is shaped like a shoe 
I like to eat fish 
I use the hook at the end of my beak to0 cut up my food 



• Iam a crossbill 

• My beak is crossed like “x”

• My crossed helps me get seeds from 

pine cones



• Iam sword-billed 
hummingbird 

• Iam very small bird with 
very long   beak 

• I used long beak to get 
nectar from tube-shaped 
flowers



• Iam groove-billed barbet

• I have a large’ thick beak 

• H have tooth-like ridges in my 

lower beak

• H feed on fruit insects



Prepare :mefleh taleb

Supervision:saad 

Graed:9/5



• Students’ reflection









Data Analysis and Findings

The Researcher used descriptive statistics and Anova to 
analyze the data 



• Discriptive statistic of two groups



Analysis of variance

ANOVA

Sig.FMean Squaredf

Sum of 

Squares

  

0.3450.9011.67311.673

Between 

Groups

B

R

a

g

e

S

t

  

1.85894174.663

Within 

Groups

   

95176.337

Total

0.3980.722143.6231143.623

Between 

Groups

P

P

o

s

T

  

198.8479418691.62

Within 

Groups

   
9518835.24

Total



The differences between pre and post 
Test (Raw scores)
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Figure 1 shows the differences between pre and post test (reading Ages)
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Figure 1 shows the difference between students raw scores in 
pre and post test for class

• Key: r.spGR10= Raw score pre test grade 10

• rssGR10= Raw score post test Grade 10

• r.spGR9= Raw Score pre Test Grade 9

• rssGR9= Raw score post test Grade 9
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Results and findings

• Although the ANOVA has shown that there’s a slight 
improvement  in students’ reading skills , the above 
diagram shows that there’s a remarkable 
improvement between the pre and post test. 

• The insignificant differences between the pre and 
post test may be ascribable to one of the following 
reason :

• 1-The duration of the program wasn’t sufficient.
The related studies indicated that  in order for the 
program to achieve the desired results, the duration 
shouldn’t be less than six months and ideally , there 
should be one year between pre and post test. 



Recommendation

• 1. The Need for Improvement in reading 
skills.

• 2.  Encouraging and Supporting High Quality 
teaching . 

• 3.Every teacher, when practicing 
differentiation, should put in to account the “ 
proximal zone of development” 



Appendix 

• WWW.A-ZREADERS.COM

• Burt Reading Test (1974) Revised

• TKT by Mary Spratt, University of Cambridge ,university press, 
Cambridge,7th printing 2008

• Based on lectures by Dr: Sarah Rich, Senior lecturer in Education ( TEsol)

• Journal article by John J. Hoover, James R. Patton; Intervention in School 
& Clinic, Vol. 40, 2005

http://www.a-zreaders.com/
http://www.a-zreaders.com/
http://www.a-zreaders.com/


Finally 

ما أردت إلا الإصلاح ما استطعت وماتوفيقى إلا بالله عليه  ”•
”    توكلت وإليه أنيب 


